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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROADHEMPSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
THURSDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2018 AT BROADHEMPSTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Cllr Dowson, Head, Isaacs, Southwood, Stevens, Sutcliffe and Wright  
                County Cllr Barker 
                District Cllr Smith 
 
Apologies: Cllr Hoyle 
 
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk) 
                         3 members of the Public 
                         

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chair will open the meeting and receive and 
approve any apologies. 

Cllr Dowson opened the meeting at 19.30. It was RESOLVED to 
APPROVE the apologies of Cllr Hoyle. 

2 To declare any interests arising at this meeting. There were no interests declared. 

 The Council will adjourn for the following items:  

3 Public Question Time: A period of 15 minutes 
will be allowed for members of the public to ask 
questions or make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that affect 
Broadhempston. 
County and District Councillors' Reports 

No members of the public wished to speak. 
 
 
 
 
County Cllr Barker reported that after the summer recess, the biggest 
issues at DCC includes budget monitoring; all departments are on 
budget except for Children’s Services. An increasing number of children 
in care means an increased cost of placement. The department 
currently sits at an £8.1 million overspend. Meetings are being held to 
address this, but the authority cannot stop caring for children. Cuts to 
local government funding means the losses will continue.  
A business rate pilot scheme whereby DCC retained 100% of the profit 
will be used to support children’s services which was not the intention. 
The authority will be reduced back to 50% business rate retention next 
year meaning an additional loss in revenue. 
The New Home Bonus has also not financially delivered as anticipated. 
Highways has received an £8 million grant. Many lanes in the area now 
have markings and figures on its surface meaning it will be patched. 
These funds are usually spent on main routes, but the department is 
concentrating on minor and unclassified routes on this occasion. 
Skanska have taken delivery of new pothole repairing vehicle which will 
increase speed and quality of repairs.  
He reported that he sits on the Police and Crime Panel. The last meeting 
concentrated on the amalgamation of police forces in Devon and 
Cornwall and Dorset. The Chief Constable attended with no business 
case or information on the consultation, so a further meeting will take 
place in three weeks’ time. Primarily, changes will lead to one Chief 
Constable for two police areas and one Commissioner. Immediate 
estimates suggest there will be 100 additional police officers for the 
three counties. A central station will be in each area, with new stations 
in Cornwall, Exeter, Torbay and Dorset. Since the police precept is set at 
one level, there is likely to be an £18 a year increase in Devon which will 
require equalisation. Over four years, these costs would be negotiated.  
District Cllr Smith’s report forms part of the minutes. 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following 
business: 
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4 Approval to consider, amend as agreed by the 
Council and approve the minutes of the 
following: 
08 August 2018 

 
 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes. 

5 Neighbourhood Plan. It was NOTED that interested parties would be meeting on Wednesday 
19 September at 19.30 in the Village Hall to discuss the next steps of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

6 Outstanding DCC items: 

• Parking restrictions near small playing 
field 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Marking of parking spaces in the Square 

 
It was NOTED that an alternative suggestion was that people park on 
the other side of the road. The sweep of the bend means larger vehicles 
struggle to pass the area safely. Yellow lines are the only other option 
and villages rarely wish to see this and they are unlikely to be enforced.  
Cllr Sutcliffe reported that he had not had any complaints regarding 
increased use over the summer ie agricultural vehicles and he saw little 
gain in terms of this project and people have become more responsible.  
It was NOTED that parking closer to the fence may also be beneficial, 
with parking to the left of the entrance on pavement if the bollards 
were removed. This would still allow for access to the right-hand side. 
Action: Clerk to investigate this. Agenda item for October. 
County Cllr Barker reported that the surrounding white lines that have 
been added would be paid for by DCC. There was a discussion for 
parking spaces and this was to be determined by the officer. Since then, 
he has denied that, but County Cllr Barker will liaise with the officer.  

7 Small playing field. It was NOTED that the clerk had been contacted by Western Power 
Distribution regarding the pruning of the beech tree branches to make 
the power line safe. 
Cllr Sutcliffe raised concerns over the hedge between the hall and small 
playing field, which may require preserving due to children using the 
bank as a bike ramp. It was NOTED that the hedge had been a condition 
of planning permission for the hall and the issue would be monitored. 

8 Headlands. Cllr Sutcliffe reported that there is an issue with regards to the CIO’s 
position on dogs at Headlands. He had been approached by the Football 
club, who are unhappy with dog walkers on Headlands not clearing up 
mess. It used to be that Headlands was a dog free area. 
It was NOTED that the CIO have changed the rule, with a condition that 
people do clear up mess. If this is not happening, the rule will change 
back. It was NOTED that it is illegal to allow dogs to mess on any sports 
fields, with a fine of £1000 or possible imprisonment.  
Confirmation of the grant given by the Parish Council to the CIO. It was 
NOTED that a block grant is given to the CIO for the hall and Headlands. 
At the moment, a greater percentage of that grant goes to Headlands as 
the hall remains financially viable.  
An email had been received from David Heath regarding the refusal of 
Sport England’s grant. A resubmission was offered, but the letter almost 
guaranteed that it would also be unsuccessful. A rapid search is 
required to find additional money from the other sources, and the skate 
park and exercise station plans are on hold for the time being. Work can 
start on car park and entrance improvements. Bike ramps could be 
created with the displaced soil from work to car park.  
It was NOTED that the revised plan includes improving and finishing the 
pavilion, but it is not likely to bring in additional money.  

9 Kings Close Field. Concerns had been raised to Cllr Dowson regarding rubbish. It was 
NOTED that this evening, four bins had left out, but the situation has 
been a lot better. It was NOTED that people need to be educated with 
regards to recycling. 
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It was also NOTED that the gates at either end of the pathway do not 
close properly and the hedge requires cutting along the pathway. 
Action: Clerk to raise with Teign Housing. 
Cllr Head had received the revised Local Lettings Plan with the change 
as requested, which would require signing at the next meeting if 
agreed. It was NOTED that this still leaves the issue of house swapping, 
which is still being considered.  

10  Snow Warden Scheme. Cllr Southwood had spoken to Steve White, who would be happy to 
take on the role of Snow Warden. Action: Clerk to liaise with Steve 
White and log details with DCC. 

11 Defibrillator training and signage. The clerk had purchased a new sign and provided it to Cllr Sutcliffe. This 
would be fixed to the wall above the defibrillator. 
It was NOTED that the training session has been organised for Saturday 
6 October in the village hall between 10.00 and 12.00. 

12 Finance: 

• To agree accounts for payment 

 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE accounts for payment. 

13 Allotments and Paddock. Cllr Sutcliffe PROPSOED that the gate off allotment lane be rehung. It 
was requested that Roger Southwood look at this. He suggested that 
allotment holders could use the area for parking. He also suggested that 
the area could be used for dog walking. It was AGREED that the area 
should be used as a parking area for allotment holders, but not as a dog 
walking area. It was NOTED that the grass requires cutting. Action: Clerk 
to request grass be cut in paddock by Simon Birbeck. 

14 Councillors Reports: to hear reports from 
Councillors on highways or other matters where 
action can be authorised by the Council without 
prior notice through the next Agenda. 

Cllr Sutcliffe reported an issue with the footpath at Ambrook, which has 
been brought up with Simon Birbeck and will be cut as soon as possible. 
It was NOTED that the dog gate towards Ambrook will be replaced with 
a new gate. 

15 Clerks Report. It was NOTED that the Communities Together Fund will be an agenda 
item for October. 

16 To note any correspondence received. There was no further correspondence. 

17 To note the date of the next meeting: Thursday 
11 October 2018. 

This was NOTED. The meeting was closed at 21.01 
It was NOTED that a personnel meeting would precede the main 
meeting at 19.00 

 


