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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROADHEMPSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
THURSDAY 08 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT BROADHEMPSTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Sutcliffe, Dowson, Hoyle, Southwood, Isaacs 
                Cllr Dewhirst (DCC) 
 
Apologies: Cllrs Head, Jones and Stevens 
                    Cllr Smith (TDC) 
                    
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk)  
                         5 members of the Public 
 

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chair will open the meeting and receive and 
approve any apologies. 

Cllr Sutcliffe opened the meeting at 19.30. 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the apologies of Cllrs Head, Jones and 
Stevens. 

2 To note Cllr Head’s absence from Parish Council 
meetings for six months due to work 
commitments. 

This was NOTED. 
Cllr Sutcliffe PROPOSED that Cllr Head’s absence was accepted for a 
period of six months. This was SECONDED by Cllr Isaacs and APPROVED. 

3 To declare any interests arising at this meeting. There were no interests declared. 

 The Council will adjourn for the following items:  

4 Public Question Time: A period of 15 minutes 
will be allowed for members of the public to ask 
questions or make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that affect 
Broadhempston. 
 
 
 
County and District Councillors’ Reports 

It was asked whether the defibrillator could be housed in the disused 
phone box. It was NOTED that the Village phone box could not be used 
as it still has a live connection. 
Peter Sheridan explained that he has received positive reviews of the 
new play equipment, however the missing parts are an issue and 
require repairing. It was NOTED that the Parish Council are dealing with 
this. There were concerns raised about the safety of these items, whilst 
they remain broken. 
Cllr Dewhirst’s report forms part of the minutes. 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following 
business: 

 

5 Approval to consider, amend as agreed by the 
Council and approve the minutes of the 
following: 
11 August 2016 

 
 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes. 

6 To consider how the Parish Council will view 
planning applications with the cease of paper 
copies from TDC. 

It was NOTED that it may be possible to borrow a projector from the 
Broadhempston Society. This could be done a trial run to see how a 
projector would work. Action: Clerk to contact Broadhempston Society. 
It was also suggested that the Clerk should download planning 
applications onto a memory stick prior to Parish Council meetings.  

7 Kings Close Field. Standing orders were suspended. 
There has been a complaint about the green lights on the external walls 
of the Village Hall. David Heath explained that the lighting system 
means that all emergency exits have emergency lights. They work 
through a rechargeable battery. The green light’s purpose is to indicate 
that the battery is being recharged and that the system is working 
properly. The green light will change to red when there is emergency 
situation with the lighting system. 
The available options are to remove the bulbs, which would be unsafe 
or to try and see if some bulbs could be removed if the circuit is shared 
(this will be looked into). The other option is to screen the lighting. 
However, it is essential to know if the light turns red. This would also be 
unsafe.  
A system where the lighting is constantly checked would be unviable. 
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It was NOTED that the complaint suggests light pollution is being caused 
by the green lights. 
This individual’s complaint was NOTED and David Heath would 
approach them to explain the situation. 
Cllr Isaacs asked whether the company could be asked if the lighting 
could be dulled in some way. This was NOTED and David Heath would 
be contacting the company. 
Standing orders were reinstated. 
It was NOTED that the Clerk had contacted Teign Housing regarding the 
speed of traffic. Teign Housing would not be willing to erect ‘slow’ signs. 
It was suggested that ‘SLOW’ could be painted on road when the 
marking of the car park takes place. Action: Clerk to contact Teign 
Housing. 

8 Sale of Village Hall. It was NOTED that the Clerk had instructed Tozers to work on behalf of 
the Parish Council. 
It was NOTED that she was obtaining quotes for auction packages from 
Sawdye and Harris, Rendells, Fulfords and Savilles. 

9 Small Playing Field: 

 Play equipment 

 
It was RESOLVED that the damaged equipment parts would be 
purchased, as per the quote received by the Clerk. 
It was also NOTED that repairs to the fort and bench had been done by 
John Read. 
The target wall still requires fixing. It was NOTED that Roger Southwood 
would provide a quote for this work. The mesh would also be required 
around the table tennis table and for the height of the wire fencing to 
be increased. These issues would be looked into. 
It was NOTED that the Clerk had been in discussion with TDC regarding 
a no smoking initiative, however it was RESOLVED that this would not 
be pursued and the Parish Council would buy signs from Dart Fire as 
previously agreed. 

10 Headlands. Standing orders were suspended. 
David Heath reported that there are now 5 people willing to sit on a 
sub-committee of the Trust to look at Headlands. It is hoped that a 
further individual will also take part. 
It was NOTED that the Trust would not be willing to rush into a project 
without approval from the Village. Consultation would be required, 
along with fundraising. 
He reported that he would be stepping down as Chair to focus on this 
sub-committee, with Peter Sheridan taking over his position. 
Standing orders were reinstated. 

11 Devon Air Ambulance landing site. In her absence, Cllr Jones had requested that a Parish Councillor take 
over Steve Jones’ responsibility with regards to this project. It was 
RESOLVED that Cllr Hoyle would take this project on as Lead Councillor. 

12 To consider the implementation of a speed limit 
in the Village. 

It was NOTED that the Neighbourhood Officer was currently on leave, 
and a reply to the Clerk’s request for speed monitoring was awaited. 

13 Parish Council website. The website is up and running. Thanks were extended to Cllr Jones and 
Mark Spicer, along with the Clerk for this work. 
It was NOTED that any Village events can now be added to the calendar. 
 
The Clerk explained that there is a Transparency Funding grant available 
for a new computer and costs towards the setting up of the new 
website. It was AGREED that she would be applied for this. Action: Clerk 
to apply for grant. 

14 Defibrillator. Cllr Sutcliffe explained that the wall of the school belongs to DCC, and 
the governors do not have the right to approve such a request for the 
installation of the defibrillator.  
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The porch was suggested due to there already being electrical wiring in 
place and under shelter. Action: Cllr Sutcliffe to contact the owners of 
the Pub. 

15 To consider a new car park in the Village. The Parish Council have NOTED that there is an issue at the top of the 
Village with regards to parking. There is no viable land, which would be 
available to the Council at a reasonably priced. 
There is a large pavement which currently has stones preventing 
parking on it. Cllr Sutcliffe suggested that the owner of this area be 
asked to allow parking there. There were concerns raised that the 
pavement was too high for cars to park there. 
Cllr Dowson PROPOSED that the owner of the field near Easterways be 
asked about a small car park being allowed. This was SECONDED by Cllr 
Sutcliffe and APPROVED. 
It was NOTED that people are parking more on the verge now than 
previously. It was AGREED that this issue would be monitored. 
The area behind the garages was also suggested as a possible site, 
however works to widening access would have to be considered. 
Action: Owner of field be contacted and Council to monitor parking in 
the area. 

16 Finance:   

 Accounts for payment 

 Bank mandate 

 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE accounts for payment. 
It was NOTED that the bank mandate was and outstanding item. 

17 Allotments. Cllr Sutcliffe suggested that the installation of a footpath would cause 
some active allotments to be trampled over and should be given more 
thought. Action: Agenda item for October.  
It was NOTED that the Clerk would write a feature about the allotments 
for next month’s Parish News. 

18 Councillors Reports: to hear reports from 
Councillors on highways or other matters where 
action can be authorised by the Council without 
prior notice through the next Agenda). 

Cllr Southwood asked if the Parish Council could include the play 
equipment for Easterways under its own insurance policy. There would 
be no additional costs to the Parish Council. The Clerk recommended 
that there would be no issues with this and it was RESOLVED that the 
CLT play area could be added to the Parish Council’s insurance policy if 
required. It was NOTED that the CLT group would be responsible for 
getting the equipment checked annually as part of the insurance 
requirements. 

19 Clerks Report. There was nothing to report. 

20 Correspondence received. DALC Annual Report. 

21 To note the date of the next meeting: Thursday 
13 October 2016. 

This was NOTED. The meeting was closed at 21.04. 

 


