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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROADHEMPSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
THURSDAY 10 JANUARY 2019 AT BROADHEMPSTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Cllr Dowson, Head, Hoyle, Southwood, Sevens, Sutcliffe and Wright 
                County Cllr Barker and District Cllr Smith 
 
Apologies: Cllr Isaacs 
                     
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk) 
                         11 members of the Public 
                         

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chair will open the meeting and receive and 
approve any apologies. 

Cllr Dowson opened the meeting at 19.30. It was RESOLVED to 
APPROVE the apologies of Cllr Isaacs. 

2 To declare any interests arising at this meeting. Cllr Stevens declared an interest in item 7 (proposed fencing).  

 The Council will adjourn for the following items:  

3 Public Question Time: A period of 15 minutes 
will be allowed for members of the public to ask 
questions or make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that affect 
Broadhempston. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
County and District Councillors' Reports 

It was NOTED that a car had been abandoned in Church Hill Cottages. A 
TDC Environmental Health warden had attended the site but had 
deemed it as not abandoned. It was requested that the Parish Council 
investigate this. The car had been checked on the DVLA site and is listed 
as SORN, although this expired last year. It was NOTED that the car park 
is owned by Parish Council and Cllr Sutcliffe would investigate and 
advise the clerk. 
There was a discussion regarding the future use of the allotment 
paddock. It was NOTED that a community orchard had been suggested, 
along with a car park for allotment users. It was AGREED that 
community involvement would be required, along with consultation 
events. 
It was NOTED that Cllr Hoyle had posted the suggestion of a community 
orchard on Facebook, and it had received some likes. 
It was AGREED that the Parish Council would try to advertise more 
widely prior to any consultation being undertaken.  
It was AGREED that Cllr Hoyle would write an article for the parish 
news.  Cllr Wright suggested that a meeting on site with members of 
the public would also be beneficial. 
Mike Wright was in attendance to provide an overview of the footpaths. 
He thanked the people of Broadhempston for clearing and cutting the 
hedges along the footpaths.  
He would be meeting with a DCC officer next week to discuss 
replacement of sign post breakages due to rot or damage. 
He reported that Slipperstone Lane is walkable but may require work in 
the future.  
There had been a change in ownership of the land where footpath 7 
crosses. The old gate way was wired and inaccessible to dog walkers, 
with a new stile created which is not up to County standard nor on the 
original line of the footpath. 
He recommended that the clerk apply for £200 from the P3 grant fund.  
Mike Wright was thanked for his hard work over the year. 
County Cllr Barker reported that there had been some drainage issues 
at Lower Well. The grids have now been jetted and cleared. He reported 
that there is potential for a planning application on the property there 
and it was agreed between the owner and DCC that a digger could clear 
the gully further then as it is an issue regarding riparian ownership.  
He reported that there is no further information on the bollards, as the 
land ownership has not been resolved. It appears that the pavement 
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may be unadopted. He stated that consideration may have to be given 
to an additional bollard near the Pound House to protect the building.  
He provided an overview of the County Council’s budget; a draft budget 
was set in December when there had been no settlement figure from 
central government, but this has now been issued. It is likely that there 
will be an increase in council tax; a maximum 3.9% increase cap is 
imposed on County Councils. The current budget shows a large 
overspend on children’s services.  
He also reported that an additional £18.4 million has been awarded for 
highways.  
District Cllr Smith’s report forms part of the minutes. 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following 
business: 

 

4 Approval to consider, amend as agreed by the 
Council and approve the minutes of the 
following: 
08 November 2018 (Personnel) 
08 November 2018 
22 November 2018 

 
 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes of the meeting. 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes of the meeting. 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes of the meeting. 

5 To consider the following planning application: 
18/02490/FUL Replacement timber windows 
and installation of an in-line vent slate 
(Wheelwrights, road from Stoope Cross to Small 
Park Lane) 

 
Cllr Sutcliffe PROPOSED NO OBJECTION. This was SECONDED by Cllr 
Wright and APPROVED (7:0). 

6 Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Wright reported that two meetings have taken place since the 
November meeting. 
Jane Parsons and Rob Mason had attended both meetings so far, with 
several others showing an interest. 
He reported that for now, the Neighbourhood Plan is going ahead. The 
clerk has emailed TDC to clarify whether development is anticipated in 
the village and an idea of how many would be likely.  
It is anticipated that the village area will be designated at the next 
meeting.  
The groups plan is to arrange a drop-in meeting for the launch of the 
plan with lots of information and interaction with residents. 
It was NOTED that there are not enough people in the group at the 
moment but it is hoped that interest will grow. 
The importance of communication has been noted, and getting 
information out to the public is a main aim of the group. 

7 Small Playing Field: 

• Removal of bollards 

• Proposed fencing 

 
There was nothing further to dicuss. 
Standing orders were suspended. 
Head teacher Dan Turner reported that the play area requires 
additional barriers to ensure safety as the bank does not provide 
enough security.  
It was NOTED that the school intends to fund the replacement of the 
hedge that was previously damaged and will feed into the school’s 
forest school provision.  
He went on to suggest that chain link fencing along the newly planted 
hedge which would eventually be covered. Cllr Wright asked if any 
regulations were required in terms of height and if a different type of 
fencing would be considered i.e. stock fencing as chain link fencing 
would weaken the structure of the hedge and be more aesthetically 
pleasing. Mr Turner explained that the barrier would need to be 5 foot 
in height (3 ft if on top of bank) and smaller holes would be preferred to 
ensure compliance with Ofsted. 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=18/02490/LBC
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Cllr Sutcliffe asked what the perceived risk is and whether this can be 
offset by staffing. He stated that he felt that the fence will be unsightly, 
and the nature of the bank means it cannot take a fence such as the one 
being suggested, meaning it would be difficult to maintain. He reported 
that the temporary fence had fallen over in the wind. The previous 
headteacher had wanted to allow children to have use of the whole 
area of Kings Close Field. 
It was NOTED that a planning condition had been added to ensure that 
there was a traditional hedge in situ. The replanted hedgerow failed at 
the top, but the bottom half acts as a significant barrier. 
Cllr Sutcliffe stated that he would prefer a developed hedge with a 
temporary fence in the meantime. 
Cllr Wright stated that the size of the bank and hedge would take a long 
time to hide the size and weight of chain link fence. He stated that it 
was a positive step that the school wished to reinstate the hedge and 
he agreed that a barrier is needed, but a light weight deterrent would 
be preferred. He appreciated the difficulty in ensuring the safety of 65 
children.   
It was suggested that Parish Council and school representatives meet 
with local fencing contractor Roger Southwood for advice and 
information.  
Roger Southwood expressed concerns about stock fencing as it could be 
used as a ladder, which is why chain link is preferred. He asked why 
such a high fence is required as the gateway is much shorter. Mr Turner 
reported that the gates are manned, but staff couldn’t always police 
extended areas. 
Standing orders were reinstated.  
It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Sutcliffe and Wright would be given 
designated power to decide on the course of action, subject to there 
being no cost to the Parish Council. 
It was NOTED that County Cllr Barker would be able to support this with 
his allocated funds. 
Standing orders were suspended. 
It was NOTED that the school have requested signage on the gates. The 
wording was as follows: 
Broadhempston Village Primary School 
Between 10.30-11.00 and 12.45-13.15 weekdays this park is used by the 
local primary school. 
Please refrain from using mobile phones and taking photographs during 
these periods. 
Any public using the park during these times will be approached by a 
member of staff to discuss our safeguarding requirements. 
Thank You. 
Standing orders were reinstated. 
Cllr Wright PROPOSED that this would be acceptable, subject to the 
school’s understanding that this does not give them exclusive use of the 
park and the wording should state that the area is a shared space. This 
was SECONDED by Cllr Hoyle and APPROVED. 
Cllr Stevens refrained from speaking whilst discussion on this item took 
place. 

8 Headlands. It was NOTED that a new application had been submitted to a different 
grant source, but there is a three-month window for a decision. The 
BMX park plans are proceeding. 
It was also NOTED that a plan to create a group to look at the use of the 
pavilion for social use with some of the money received from the Parish 
Council is being considered.  
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Cllr Sutcliffe explained that there have been numerous complaints 
regarding dog fouling at Headlands. The dogs are unattended, and 
walkers are enjoying the use of Headlands but could lose the right due 
to this. These concerns were NOTED. 

9 Kings Close Field. Standing orders were suspended. 
Teign Housing representative Jo Reece was in attendance. The Parish 
Council had received an email regarding clauses varying the lease. For 
Teign Housing to develop more homes, money is borrowed. Housing 
stock rented to local people is used as security and the lease at Kings 
Close Feld does not allow this. The proposed lease changes would allow 
the houses to be used to borrow money and provide more housing 
stock for local people. 
She went on to explain that the proposed changes are now normal 
clauses, including an exemption from Right to Buy if preferred. Cllr Head 
suggested that Right to Buy was never an option for these houses, but it 
was NOTED that this is not in the lease.  
Right to Buy is a legacy issue as stock was inherited from the local 
authority.  
The S106 document would also have to be amended to reflect the 
change in the lease.  
Cllr Sutcliffe recommended independent legal advice should be sought, 
as he has concerns over the impact of the Parish Council’s ability to 
purchase the housing back from Teign Housing, which is a current 
clause he would be reluctant to see lost, having seen the loss of 
integrity of the lease with regards to social housing swaps. 
There were also concerns raised regarding the Parish Council’s loss of 
control due to these changes as they may have no say in how the 
houses are managed.  
It was NOTED that the original S106 agreement had the allocation 
cascade, which was only triggered with the first letting. A Local Lettings 
Plan is now in place, which was created in conjunction with the Parish 
Council and it is Teign Housing’s intention is to adhere to that 
document. The original S106 should have had that clause in it, and there 
was no intention to go back on what the houses were built for.   
Cllr Stevens stated that the Council should resist any attempt to impose 
a Right to Buy policy for the houses, which would be completely against 
the reason for building them. 
Jo Reece reported that as an organisation, they struggle to regain any 
housing stock lost by right to buy and are always trying to balance and 
replace.  
She went on to state that whilst there is a small risk to the clause 
changes, no housing association has ever gone into administration. 
It was RESOLVED that the clerk would obtain appropriate legal advice. 
Action: Agenda item for February.  
Cllr Sutcliffe reported that the gate has been fixed, but the hedge still 
requires cutting.  
It was NOTED that the alarm on the sewerage pump continues to go off 
on a regular basis. Action: Clerk to contact Teign Housing. 

10 Snow Warden Scheme. It was NOTED that Steve White has agreed to become snow warden and 
Cllr Sutcliffe would communicate with him directly. 

11 Communication with parish. It was NOTED that the clerk had set up a mailing list, which can be 
subscribed to by going to the village website’s home page.  

12 Finance: 

• To agree accounts for payment 

• Grant request from CIO 
 

 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE accounts for payment. 
The clerk read an email from the CIO regarding the request to reinstate 
the annual grant, which had ceased when the new hall was purchased. 
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• To consider and approve the 2019/20 
precept 

It was NOTED that the grant funds had already been paid for 2018/19, 
but that the grant could be considered in 2019/20. Cllr Sutcliffe 
recommended that the Parish Council should consider the grant in the 
next round of application. 
Consideration was given to the precept. Cllr Stevens PROPOSED that the 
precept be set at £17384 in line with no council tax increase to a Band D 
property. This was SECONDED by Cllr Hoyle and APPROVED (7:0). 

13 Councillors Reports: to hear reports from 
Councillors on highways or other matters where 
action can be authorised by the Council without 
prior notice through the next Agenda. 

Cllr Sutcliffe reported that there had been some complaints regarding 
the Christmas lights. It was NOTED that the clerk had been approached 
by a resident with suggestions and the cost of these lights would be 
around £250 plus VAT. Cllr Sutcliffe PROPOSED that they be purchased. 
This was SECONDED by Cllr Southwood and APPROVED. 

14 Clerks Report. The clerk reported that Parish Council elections were due to be held in 
May and would be an agenda item for February. 

15 To note any correspondence received. The following email had been received from Broadhempston Archive: 
The Broadhempston Archive and Local History Group wish to express our 
sincere thanks for the recent generous grant by the Parish Council to 
enable us to upgrade our IT and other subjects, as outlined in our 
application. We are still exploring options to get the optimum value for 
any purchases and will report progress to the PC on a monthly basis. 

16 To note the date of the next meeting: Thursday 
14 February 2019. 

This was NOTED. The meeting was closed at 21.54 
 

 


